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Centennial Wrap-Up 

It is a little over two months since the Hamiota Centennial Celebration took 
place. After almost a year of planning the Centennial Celebration went off without 
a hitch. Who could have imagined so many activities would fit into the period from 
July 18th to July 22nd? Here is an opportunity to reflect upon the Celebration and 
to consider whether or not you really made it to all the activities you wanted to attend! If you were interested prirnanly 
in renewing old acquaintances and catching up on the news, there were ample opportunities. There were reunions, 
the gathering place at the Community Hall, the Beer Garden, the Friday night dance, the food court, and Friday and 
Saturday night supper! If you escaped without learning more about Hamiota's history, then you missed The Town 
That Took An Interest in be, the Hamiota Heritage Challenge, the Walking Tour, the Museum, Video Fest at the 
Oakner Church, the Fashion Show, and the Family Displays at the Display Building! If it was entertainment you 
wanted, then music by the Reunion Band, music at the Fashion Show, music at the Beer Garden, and the Saturday 
Night concert offered you some musical choices. If you went home early on Saturday Night and turned on the T.V. or 
went to bed early, you missed the best display of fireworks every to be seen in this part of the province! These are 
just a few of the activities and opportunities offered at the Centennial. But for those of you who prefer the complete 
list, here is a day by day listing of the Centennial Celebration! 

Wednesday, July 18 
-Registration began in the Hamiota Community Centre and continued Thursday, Friday and Saturday. This venue 
proved to be a popular spot to meet and cool off. The Community Centre and Sports Complex were tastefully 
decorated by Audrey Kirk and she also created the Memory Wall, a collection of photographs of those who had 
passed away in the last century. The Art Club Display complemented the historical theme with paintings featuring 
homes, farmsteads, and businesses of the Town and R. M. of Harniota. Wayne Mathison. master of the registration 
centre, with the assistance of many volunteers did a great job of providing pre-ordered packages and information to all 
who attended. To date 860 registrants have been identified, but some visitors did not sign in as was the case of many 
locals. 
-Also, on Wednesday evening, 24 Reunion Band members led by Conductor Chris McConnell, spent three hours 
practicing. Also 10 majorettes showed up to share memories and some brought along their batons_ The band (on a 
flat deck) and 8 majorettes (on the street twirling), participated in the parade on Thursday and the band played an 
afternoon concert at the Museum. 

Thursday, July 19 
-Fair Day!! 
-As always, the Pioneer Club coordinated the parade. Parade marshalls Melanie Colli and Alan Kirk organized the 
more than 90 entries to provide an outstanding parade. We were fortunate to have the Herniate School Band, the 
Reunion Band. and piper Douglas Caldwell provide music. Since this was a special year the Pioneer Club and 
Centennial Committee combined to award monetary prizes to the best floats and individuals in each category, 
Winners as selected by the judges were: Decorated Float - 1st Woods' Slough, 2nd Hamiota Garden Club, 3rd 
Hudson Auction Service; Youth on Parade  - 1st Hamiota Scouts, 2nd Mid West Recreation, 3rd Kid's Club; Animals on  
Parade - 1st Shelby Medd and her horse Baxter, 2nd Rick Hawkins Family and their dog, 3rd Cattlex. All participants 
in the parade were given a special Centennial Certificate. The Centennial Committee also sponsored a class at the 
bake table as well as two prizes at the horse snow. The fair provided its usual assortment of activities for all ages. 
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